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Mr. Vernon A, Wiliiams, Secretary
Surface Transporlation Buad
Office of the Secretary

Caue Contral Unit

Alt: 5TB Ex Parte No, 582

18920 K Street, NW

Washingten D.C, 20423-0001

Dear 8ir:

Stanchom Ino. a division of Holland Chemicals Internationai is a chemical distribution company
that uges rail services through North America, The purpose of this letter is to comment on the
lssuos that are to be discussed by Your Board March &, 2000 (Ex. Parte 582).

We encouraga the Board to focus on the prapoased CN-ANSF margar as heing gnod for shippers
rather than on potential downstream effects, The CN-BNSF merger should be judged on its own
merits not on whether other carriers appasa tha proposed merger.

The timing of the proposed CN-BNSF mergar i not the issue for our company. Qur only concern
at {hls time Is service. | understand that some recent mergers have failed on service, not timing.
Tha Burface Transpartation Board should focus an ensuring that this and any other future
margers will deliver service.

The Surface Transportation Board has a process to evaluate raiiroad transactions and protect the
public interest. It should svaluate thoroughly the proposed CN-BNSF merger according to that
process. | do not feel that other railroads should use the Surface Transportation Board process
maraly to protect themsaives and not tha shipping publlc.

Sincerely,
E.R. McPherson

Logistics Speclalist
8tanchem Inc,
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